traumatic, surgical nontraumatic, and miscellaneous other emergencies.
As a source book in which to find detailed information about presentation, pathophysiology, diagnostic difficulties and primary care in emergency problems, it serves its purpose admirably. As is to be expected in a multiple-authorship book, there is some imbalance in the space devoted to various topics with, for example, a particularly dominating thirteen pages dealing with diabetic coma and a very brief section on acute intestinal obstruction. The sections dealing with the practical management of critical multiple system problems are particularly clear and concise, emphasizing the necessity for orderly and speedy assessment, and providing yardsticks against which one's own standards of care can be usefully assessed. There is a valuable section dealing with differential diagnosis of selected common presentations, which should be read by all trainees in emergency medicine.
Although the individual chapters are clearly written and well supported by useful charts and tables, I found the general layout of the book confusing as different aspects of the same topic may be covered in different sections and a thorough knowledge of the book's plan and use of the comprehensive index are vital. The references cited, though few in number, are well chosen and provide a guide for further reading.
Anybody who has digested the knowledge obtained in these two volumes will indeed be a master of the theoretical aspects of the field. This book, priced at £49 for its two volumes, will be a valuable addition to the medical library of any district general hospital for use as a reference book, or as a book for basic reading, alongside the much briefer handbooks of emergency care already available. This is a well-produced book which attempts to explore the very difficult area of neural mechanisms in cardiac arrhythmias. The authors include cardiologists, physiologists and pharmacologists. The chapters on the role of the autonomic nervous system in arrhythmias occurringin acutemyocardial infarction and in those patients with a long QT syndrome are very good. I particularly enjoyed the chapters by Verrier and Lown on sympathetic and parasympathetic interactions and ventricular electrical stability, and that by Hoffman on the role of the sympathetic nervous system in arrhythmias occurring after coronary artery occlusion and myocardial infarction. On the whole the standard of the individual chapters is very high, covering a wide range of topics, but I believe that very few workers will have both the clinical and expert physiological background to appreciate all the chapters to the full. It is my opinion that it is a valuable contribution, but in view of its price and the fact that it crosses the boundaries of several disciplines it is more likely to find its place in a library rather than on a personal book shelf. The editors are to be congratulated on attempting to cover a very difficult field so comprehensively. An interesting section is provided on 'Present concepts on treatment and current clinical research', which includes a chapter by R Molinari of the National Cancer Institute, Milan, Italy on the two current trials organized by the EORTC mainly using adjuvant cytotoxic chemotherapy. In this section, a chapter by Sawaki et al. indicates the possible value of immune responses in charting the clinical course of the disease. The book concludes by offering 'Recommendations' on the main topics covered.
The whole work is well produced in good type, with few errors and the usual high standards of Swiss printing. It runs to some 606 pages, and although expensive at SFr 100 or $60 US, represents good value for libraries and is particularly a mine of detailed references.
